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Abstract

The study aims to understand the extent of interest of the Arab press in the
phenomenon of terrorism, the diversity of information sources it relied on to
combat it, the identification of perpetrators of terrorist acts, and the
determination of the resulting effects of terrorism. The study also examines the
methods of confronting terrorism as reflected in the newspapers under
investigation, in addition to exploring the journalistic techniques used and the
importance of highlighting methods.

The study falls within the realm of descriptive research and utilizes the media
survey method, employing content analysis as a tool. It focused on four
newspapers: "Al-Watan" (Syria), "Al-Shorouq"” (Egypt), "Al-Jareeda” (Kuwait),
and "Al-Shorouqg" (Algeria). The study spanned from January 2019 to December

2019, with a total sample size of 180 articles.

The study reveals that the interpretative approach dominates the newspapers
under investigation, with a deficiency in providing security awareness about the
dangers of terrorism and its severe consequences on the younger generation due
to the lack of investigative reporting, except for "Al-Shorouq™ (Algeria), which

adopted a surface-level treatment through news coverage.

Furthermore, the newspapers show that Syria witnessed the highest proportion
of terrorism, as all newspapers covered its events, with security implications
taking the top position in all of them. The foreign interventions were prominently
discussed, with the newspapers having diverse opinions on defining terrorism
and the resulting political disputes amid the absence of Arab unity. The legal and
political impacts were highlighted, with "Al-Shorouq" (Algeria) focusing on the
social consequences, and "Al-Shorouq" (Egypt) addressing the restrictions

imposed on Arab media as a significant media effect.

Regarding the strategies of countering terrorism, the newspapers largely
concurred on emphasizing the security approach by the army and armed forces,

except for the newspaper that concentrated on the political approach. This



disparity can be attributed to the absence of terrorism in the Arabian Gulf,
specifically in Kuwait. "Al-Watan™ (Syria) relied on intensive coverage of
terrorist activities in its media confrontation. On the other hand, "Al-Shorouq"
(Egypt) called for differentiating between terrorists and national opposition
groups .

Notably, the newspapers overlooked cultural and religious confrontation
methods despite the necessity of presenting a true image of Islam. They
emphasized that terrorism should be combated primarily through ideological

means rather than with weapons.

In terms of presentation style, "Al-Watan" (Syria) relied on visual emphasis in
disseminating its terrorism-related topics, unlike the other newspapers.
Meanwhile, "Al-Jareeda" (Kuwait) stood out with its journalistic output and

design in presenting materials related to terrorism.

Keywords: Arab newspapers, terrorism, effects, confrontation, content

analysis, journalistic treatment.



